A to Z Details about Studying & Living in Germany – Exclusively for the Indian Students 

Pre – Application Details

Important : There Is No Tuition Fees in Germany for Any Study Program of Any Kind in All State Maintained Universities, and the living expenses which comes around 7 lacks Rs for entire 2 years of study which can easily sustained by doing some part-time jobs.

Check the Web-sites to see the Universities list and their English Courses Offers. The web sites are: 

www.daad.de  

http://www.higher-education-compass.de  

http://www.campus-germany.de
For English Taught Courses In Germany Visit : 

http://www.daad.de/deutschland/en/2.2.4.html 

Other Useful Sites are:

http://newdelhi.daad.de/ 

http://www.gateway-to-germany.de 

http://www.student-affairs.de 

http://www-en.studienwahl.de 

http://www.daad.de/bookmarks 

http://www.career-germany.com/ 
For Rank list of the German University see: 

http://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/0,1518,18104,00.html 

www.stern.de/studienfuehrer 

http://www.che.de/english/html/study_guide_1999.htm 

http://www.mv.uni-kl.de/news/umfrage_e.htm 

Some of the best Universities are Aachen, Darmstadt, Duisburg, Hamburg, Stuttgart, Esslingen, Munich, Frieburg, Bremen etc.

Documents to Be submitted for Admission : (No Application Fee)

1) Signed Application Form (Can be downloaded / by E-mail request to Univ)

2) UG marksheets(attested) 

3) Toefl(xerox) 

4) 2 Recommendation letters

5) 1 Statement Of Purpose (SOP)

Scholarships are almost impossible for Master’s Students, but some may get DAAD / DAAD-Siemens scholarship for some speclized/reserved departments like environmental Engg etc.,/ through their company influence/sponsorship .

You can contact DAAD for Details at  :
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 

176, Golf Links 

New Delhi 110003 

Tel.: 011–461 51 48, 461 50 09 

Fax: 011–469 09 19 

E-mail: daadnd@bol.net.in 

Website: http://www.daad.de/newdelhi
Some Tips:

· Apply as early as possible (from November)

· University decision may take 2 - 7 months, so no need to worry, but keep on mailing to the University.

Post – Application Details

After you got Admission from the University, apply for Visa as quickly as possible, Initially Visa will be given for 3 months only. Visa stamping may takes upto 2 months, but the decision will be conveyed within 2/3 days from the date of your applying. Before applying for Visa, You should contact your nearest German Embassy about visa procedures and other stuff, coz the visa process may subject to change from time to time.

visit here for information about visa : 

http://www.germanembassy-india.org
www.germanconsulate-madras.com 

Documents to be submitted for Visa: (submit in Duplicate) 

· Signed Visa Application form (obtained free of charge from German embassy / can be downloaded at germanconsulate-madras.com) + recent passport size photos 
· UG Marksheets without attested 

· Admission letter from the German University 

· Financial proof--> atleast 4 lakhs, can be in form of DD / SB a/c / Loan (better to take loan).

· Toefl score sheet (required but not mandatory) + German proficiency (if required).

· Passport + Visa fee of € 25, (fee must be paid in INR Equivalent cash, only 100's and 10's denomination will be accepted).

One should reach the consulate before 8:30 AM on any weekdays, you will be required to stand in queue, after waiting for sometime, you will be given a token which has number on it and must wait at lounge, then you are allowed to enter into the embassy building, and climb upstairs into the 1st floor, where the interview officers are, you are required to wait there, till your token number is called, when your token is called by the visa officer, you must take all documents and 2 copies of all the above documents along and submit there.You will be interviewed there during your submission, (questions asked will be about your future plans, family income, course details etc.,) interview will be very cool, Indian lady officers will be interviewing us. Remember--> you should answer them very confident, if u stammer, then u will be trouble(coz she may remark u on the top of app form, that is dangerous). If your University has partial or full German course, then you will be interviewed in German(beware of it !!! ), so prepare for it. After you submitted your documents + originals, the officer will give one token, with date specified on it, (the date will be 2 - 7 days form the day of submission). When you arrive at that date, you will be given all your originals copies + passport, at the same time you will be informed about the decision of your visa(accepted / rejected), by giving an visa confirmation/ rejection letter. If your visa is accepted, you will be given an confirmation letter  asking you to come for Visa stamping at the given date in the letter along with the documents mentioned in the confirmation letter (the documented mentioned will be your passport & DD of € 7700, and after submission of the same, your visa is stamped on your passport. If your visa is rejected, you will be given an rejection letter and your passport is stamped for rejection, in this case, you can reapply again, but beware, you must show some significant change in your status, otherwise, you will be rejected again, if you are rejected again, then your German visa will be complicated in the future endeavors.

Some Tips:

· The Visa officers will stress more on Financial documents, so prepare this as excellent as possible, they may even phone/fax your employer/sponsor/bankers and scrutinize them, so better prepare for it.

· Bank loan will be the better option for a cake walk visa

· If your course has partial German, then the officer may interview you in German, so better prepare for it.

Pre - Departure Details

Important : Now the currency in all EU Countries (includes Germany also) are  € (EURO) only, the Deutsch Mark (DM) is no more, some of the details in this article are mentioned in DM (1 DM = 22 INR), so please convert them into € (1€ ( 49 INR)
Better block your air ticket in before-hand through travel agents, Emirates is the cheapest of all airlines. You can carry only upto 35 Kgs as Check-in baggage and up to 10 Kgs as Cabin-baggage, so prepare your luggage based on this.

When planning your journey you should try to ensure that you do not arrive at the weekend because banks and public administrative offices are closed from Friday afternoon until Monday morning. Shops usually shut about 2 o'clock on Saturday afternoons and on Sundays nothing opens. You should also make sure that you do not only have German banknotes in large denominations, as they might be difficult to change. The Exchange at the airport or main station is open in the evenings and at the weekend, too. Here you can change foreign currency and traveler’s cheques. You can get money at any bank or post office with a Eurocheque made out in DM. Banks and savings banks open Monday to Friday from 9 to 4 and on Thursdays to 5.30 or 6.30. During the first few days you will incur a lot of expenses so you should be sure to bring at least DM 300 with you in some form or another. You are allowed to import as much German and foreign currency in which ever form you like, but you should enquire about currency regulations in your own country.

Things to be carried in your baggage

Packing:

You will soon find that there are a zillion things that you can carry but the space you have is limited. Carry only as much as you can manage. Most airlines allow up to 25 kg as checked-in baggage and another 10 kg as cabin luggage (these are upper limits and are subjected to airlines you use). Some essential items that you will need to consider getting are: 

Books:

Textbooks are really expensive out here. So buy all the books that you think that you would like to study out here. Try to contact your advisor or someone in your department to find out what books are used for the typical courses. Get all the good general reference books that you already have. Optional: dictionary, scientific calculator, cookbooks, etc. Books, unfortunately, will also be the heaviest portion of your luggage, so choose wisely, buddy! 

Clothing:

Jeans/shorts and T-shirts are standard wear here. Shirts and trousers (and ties) are not so common. Get what you feel comfortable in. A disadvantage of shirts and trousers is that that they have to be ironed after the heavy wash/dry cycles of the laundry machines. Do not get too much clothing. Firstly, most people gain weight after arriving here since food (especially cheese, chocolates and ice-cream!) is so cheap and plentiful. Secondly, the "trendy" clothing here is as out of phase with the threads back home as the respective Standard Times are. Thirdly, jeans and T-shirts are pretty cheap here. Suits would not be worn till you have your first job interview or major presentation, often around a year or more later. Most people buy this when they visit home the first time, which usually occurs earlier than their first need for a suit. Even otherwise, suits are not a must for interviews and unless you have one we suggest that you don't buy one. Traditional wear is a matter of choice, though it is hardly required for guys. Ladies probably might want to get a few salwar-suits, a couple of saris and/or any other traditional apparel. Get enough underclothes, socks, shirts/Tees, jeans etc. to last you 2-3 weeks. The more underwear and socks you get, the better. Winters in Germany are pretty cold with few inches of snow. It is advisable to bring couple of sweater and a medium jacket. Winter wear is cheaper and better here. The interiors are weather-controlled anyway.. A couple of towels, napkins, a leather belt, and hankies should round out most of what you need. Leather items are terribly expensive here, hence get your supply of leather goods. 

Footwear:

Sneakers, good formal leather shoes (which are much cheaper in India), chappals/sandals, hawai slippers with extra straps will all be useful. Again depends on what you feel comfortable in. 

Linen:

2 single bed size bed sheets, a couple of pillow covers and a light blanket. The blanket can be left if space/weight is a consideration. They are available quite cheap here. Do not get too much linen. The beds here are usually larger than the beds back home, and the bed sheets and bedspreads that you get from home fit very poorly. Its better to buy these items here. 

Utensils:
Almost all graduate students cook in their apartments at least in the evening. So you will need all the basic stuff needed for cooking. A large (for 3-4 people) pressure cooker with spare gaskets and safety valves is probably the most important kitchen item you can get. A 3 liter one should be sufficient but you might want to consider a larger size. Get at least one steel vessel to cook vegetables in, either a pan or a deep bottom vessel. There are a lot of non-stick cookware available here but it is not very cheap (unless bought second-hand). Consider getting dinner plates, small plates, spoons, tumblers, knife, forks, (all these either 1 or 2), cooking tongs, tea strainer, ladles for serving, sauce pan, frying pan. Plastic spoons, knives and forks are very cheap at the local grocery stores, and need not be packed. A cup, a glass, and a bowl (both microwave-able) should provide the rest of what you need. Or you might want to get steel plates and glass and buy the microwave-able stuff here. Get a couple of larger spoons for serving/cooking. Basically, ask your mom as to what all is essential and/or useful for the type of cooking that you are going to do. 

Foodstuffs:

Condiments and spices, small quantities of standard spices, sambar and curry powders, pickles, and some sweets (for us!) are recommended. Pack everything REALLY well, especially the oily and/or pungent stuff (like pickles), otherwise your clothes will look and smell like dish-rags at a dhaba! Almost everything is available at the International grocery stores but you might consider some of the stuff for starters. Do not bother getting pulses, rice, flour etc. They are quite cheap here and there is no need to increase the weight. Get the following in small quantities so that you don't have to ask for a ride to the Indian store on the very first day: Tea leaves, instant coffee powder, dhania powder, red chilli powder, turmeric powder, cloves, cardamom, cinnamon, mustard seeds, jeera (cumin), heeng (asafoetida) etc. (whatever you think you'll use in your cooking). 

Cosmetics:

Toothbrush and paste, comb/brush, twin-blade based shaving kit, nail-cutter, cold cream, lipsticks, powders, make-up, etc. Shampoos and deodorants can be purchased here, unless you have brand preferences. Hair-oil if you use it. 

Medicines:

Your favourite medicines for minor ailments like fever, cold, cough, stomach-ache, etc. and any other personal medication, antiseptic cream. If you need corrective vision, two spare pairs of glasses or contact lenses as the case might be, is strongly recommended. A doctor's prescription is required to buy spectacles and contact lenses here and the doctor's fees are exorbitant and the insurance does not cover eyesight. So get your eyes checked before leaving. 

Others:

Needles, sewing thread, spare buttons, scissors, photos of deities (if religious-minded), family photos, music cassettes, CD’s, ethnic stuff as gifts or personal use, an up-to-date address book of all your acquaintances, friends and relatives in this region. Get lots of cassettes if you are interested. Don't bother much about getting electronics like radios and cameras, though you have the advantage that the voltage and frequency of electricity used here is same as in India but you'll get far better goods here, though you will have to save a little for them. 

In summary, we would recommend that you concentrate on your choice of books, and get a good pressure cooker. Linen, most clothing and some cutlery (spoons, etc.) is best bought here after your arrival. However, please remember that these are only suggestions to help you make informed decisions on your packing. In the end, trust your mom's (and your own) judgment and common sense. 

Note: 
Pulses, spices, pickles etc. can be found in Indian shops. You can get stuff like clothes, shoes, mobile-set, etc. all here, and price of all these items is almost same as in India.

Last Minute Stuff:

In no particular order: Get your medical exam done. Check your eyesight and visit your dentist (ouch!). Get spare spectacles/contacts. Make arrangements with the nearest international office of your University, who can pick you up from the airport on your arrival and/or put you up for a few days. Keep their phone numbers handy in case you need to call them from the airport. Take a crash course in driving (Indian driving license is valid up to a period of six months from the date of your arrival). Learn cooking. Ask Mom for all her secret recipes. Get a good haircut. Haircuts here cost around € 10 a pop. Teach your parents to use e-mail! 

Housing:

For off-campus housing you'll be required to pay an initial deposit (one month's rent at least) in advance. Plus you'll have initial expenses in settling down. This all can add up to around € 500. If one has financial aid, it usually takes about a month or a month & a half to get the first pay check. An initial safe amount to bring is about € 1000. If the need arises, you can (and should) borrow some money from senior friends/relatives/us (notice how we put ourselves last!). Traveler’s cheques and personal drafts are easy to use and should pose no problem at all. In general the rent for a one bed room apartment is around € 200. With other expenses like electricity it will cost you around € 225 per month, also take care that you may have to deposit some amount as a security to the landlord, which could be around  € 300 depending on the house. 

Bank Account:

It is convenient to open a checking and saving account, especially if you wish to make payments by check. Most checking accounts have no monthly fee. Banks also provide Automated Teller Machine (ATM) cards that allow you to withdraw money around the clock. Almost all transactions can be done at the ATM machines obviating the need to go to the banks. All banks will accept the Traveler’s checks that you got from India. Be prepared to show your passport and documents to prove student status. Some of the Bigger banks In Germany are Commerzbank AG, Deutsche Bank AG, Dresdner Bank AG, Postbank, Sparkasse.

German Currency :

The smallest unit of German currency is the Pfennig. 100 Pfennige make up 1 German Mark. There are 8 different coins: the 1 Pfennig, 2 Pfennig, 5 Pfennig, 10 Pfennig, 50 Pfennig, 1 Mark, 2 Mark, 5 Mark. Similarly there are 8 different notes: the 5 Mark, 10 Mark, 20 Mark, 50 Mark, 100 Mark, 200 Mark, 500 Mark, 1,000 Mark.

Post-Departure Details

If you arrive by airplane or train it is advisable to take your luggage to the left luggage office or put it in a locker and make your way to the Foreign Student Office. Here you will get all the information you need for getting through the next few days. You should inform your Program-coordinator/seniors to receive you at the airport. After getting into Germany, your first hunt is search for an accommodation, which is very difficult and in some case it is very costly, so better arrive early to catch some cheaper accommodations.

Initially, Visa is given for 3 months after showing your DD of € 7700 to German Embassy, the DD must be carried by you to Germany and deposited at your nearest bank of your University. After showing the deposit receipt to the Foreigners Registration Office, your visa will be extended to 1 year (this process might take up to 2 weeks, so better carry at least € 700 initially to survive in first few days). After one year the same process should be continued to get visa extended for 2nd year, at that time it is sufficient to show your part-time salary slip, instead of DD. The student visa can be extended maximum of 10 years.

The First Few Nights :

If you arrive when the Foreign Student Office is closed (opening hours: usually Monday to Friday, from 9 to 12) and do not have anywhere to stay you should take a room in a hotel, guest-house or youth hostel for the first few days. Go to the Tourist Information Office (Verkehrsamt), which is usually in or near the station or airport. For a small fee, or even free of charge, they will provide you with a map of the town and a leaflet containing the main tourist attractions.

Prices in hotels and guest-houses vary from place to place. In exhibition centres like Frankfurt, Düsseldorf or Munich they are very high, and when exhibitions are running they are always fully-booked. As a rule you have to expect to pay 50 to 100 marks for an overnight stay. A warning about telephoning: it might be vastly more expensive from a hotel phone! In Germany there are about 750 youth hostels which are well-run and clean. A night in a youth hostel will cost students up to the age of 27 from 15 to 30 marks. With the exception of Bavaria, people over the age of 27 can stay in youth hostels, too, for a slightly higher price. You will need an International Youth Hostel Card which you can even get in Germany at the youth hostel itself. You can only stay at the same youth hostel for a limited period; officially not more than 3 days in a row.

Should it transpire that you do not have anywhere to stay on the first night you can turn to Student Services at your institution of higher education who might be able to organise emergency accommodation. Various charities like the Bahnhofsmission (at railway stations), the Salvation Army and the Stadtmission will also assist you. The addresses can be found in the telephone directory under Kirche (churches). In order to help foreign students come to terms as they commence with their everyday student life, the Studentenwerk organisations have developed a Service Package.

Registration in foreign office:

For your stay in Germany you will be required to register yourself with the foreign office. The foreign office opens at 8:00 am. Counters are decided based on your surname, therefore some counters might be more crowded than others. In order to ensure that you get your registration done quickly, try to reach the foreign office early i.e. by 7:30 am. Carry all relevant documents, i.e., Passport, letter of invitation and financial support, passport photographs (2 copies) and 80 DM in cash. If the government has invited you, e.g. DAAD or you come under the Indo-German exchange programme, you are exempted from paying the registration fee. 

Accommodation & Cost of Living: 

You may require more or less 1000 DM per month depending on your life style. A large part of the above mentioned cost will be required for monthly housing expenses (something ranging from 250 DM to 500 DM), due to the fact that the demand for student accommodation on campus is higher than the rooms available. Most of the students therefore have to look for private accommodation. 

As a rule accommodation is particularly hard to find in towns with large institutions or even several institutions of higher education and correspondingly large numbers of students. Of the cities, Munich, Stuttgart and Berlin are extremely saturated. In the smaller university towns such as Tübingen (85000 inhabitants, including 25000 students), Marburg (75000 inhabitants, 17 000 students) or Würzburg (130000 inhabitants, 20000 students), students have to live anything up to 30 km out in the country because the towns are unable to cope with the rush of students. The situation is not much better in the new Länder. There are not enough places in student residences and many have not yet been modernised. Private rooms in old buildings are still quite cheap but there are not many private landlords in Eastern Germany. In Berlin, Potsdam, Leipzig, Dresden, and Magdeburg blocks of apartments have now been built but they are not subject to rent control and are severely over-priced. The few towns in which it is still possible to find relatively reasonable accommodation are those with a weaker economic structure, like Bremen, Bremerhaven and the towns with institutions of higher education in the Ruhr area.

If you want to live together with your family at the place you are studying you are very strongly advised to find somewhere to live before they join you. Unfortunately, it has to be mentioned that foreign students often have even more difficulties finding accommodation than German students.

The search for somewhere to live starts before you enter Germany: should you be lucky enough to have friends or acquaintances living in the place where you are going to study be sure to ask them to start helping you look for somewhere well before you arrive. If not, there are several organizations that may be able to help you if you approach them well in advance. In order to help foreign students come to terms as they commence with their everyday student life, the Studentenwerk organizations have developed a Service Package.

When you find an Apartment/House- Most student accommodations are furnished. However if you rent a private apartment there may not be any furniture, no kitchen appliances, no carpets or no lighting fixtures etc. Sometimes, kitchenette might be available. And if you are lucky, you may be able to negotiate for some amount of money with the previous tenant about taking over the kitchen things. Modular furniture that is easy to assemble can be purchased from stores like OBI or Bauhaus. Some local newspapers carry classifieds for used furniture. The possibility of getting cheap furniture through newspapers is very high due to constant flux of students. Oecher Flohmarkt is also an ideal place for getting used furniture and other things. The other cheap and most commonly employed furnishing strategy is to go to Budhwarpet. You will know what they are once you are here! 

Lease Contract (known as Mietvertrag) - You need to sign a lease contract with the owner of the house (or in case of Students Hostel, with the Hausmeister). It's a proper legal document with the terms and conditions of your stay. Lease contract could be for limited duration or open ended. You should sign the contract depending on your requirements, e.g. if you are here for a limited period then you should go for the kind of contract, which corresponds to your duration of stay in Germany. In case of open-ended contract, you MUST inform the owner/Hausmeister of your departure three months in advance. Before moving in please double-check your contract for any defects or undue advantage to the owner/Hausmeister. Talk to your German friends. Rent is to be paid monthly and that also in advance (at the beginning of the month).

Caution Deposit - At the beginning you usually have to pay a deposit worth one or two months’ rent. The deposit is a financial security for the owner/Hausmeister and will be returned to you on the condition that you leave your apartment or room clean and in working order. 

IMPORTANT NOTE FOR STUDENTS: It is not advisable to plan your living costs in Germany with occasional student jobs, as you can not be sure whether you will be earning your living with the kind of visa granted to you. This is especially difficult if you come from outside the European Union. Your residence permit is issued for study purposes only and is not a work permit. Misuse can lead to expulsion from Germany. Upon arrival, you may ask for permission to work part-time (at most 16 hours per week or 19 hours in a university facility). 

The Foreign Student Office at the place where you will be studying can tell you about vacancies in student residences and application procedures. Get yourself put on the waiting list for an apartment in a guest house belonging to the institution, although the waiting list may take anything up to a year and there is no guarantee that you will get a place at all. Some Foreign Student Offices are able to put you in contact with private landlords if students have passed on the name and address at the end of their research period. If you are satisfied with your own accommodation you are kindly requested to do so, too, when you return home. In many towns with institutions of higher education there are agencies letting furnished or unfurnished rooms to private tenants for a period of days, weeks or months. They also offer rooms in shared-housing ("Wohngemeinschaften"), occasionally for longer periods. You do have to pay a commission if you find somewhere but the tenancy agreements are checked by lawyers and offer you an initial degree of legal security so that you can study the housing situation in the vicinity of your institution in peace.

What is highly recommendable is the first international house-sharing agency for students in Germany, "Livin", which organises student accommodation exchange in various countries. In comparison with other house-sharing agencies "Livin" has the major advantage that private landlords know in advance that their tenants will be foreign students only staying a certain period of time. The charges are well below those of other agencies. Commission is charged on the basis of the length of stay and the size of the rent and ranges from DM 110 (1 month) to DM 550 (from 6 months). Other agencies, on the other hand, charge a sum of between one third of one month's rent and 1.5 months' rent according to the duration of the stay. If you offer your accommodation at home for someone else to live in you will receive a rebate. "Livin" is based in Münster but arranges accommodation all over the Federal Republic. Contact Eva Vielmo, Horst 63b, 48720 Rosendahl, Tel.: (02566) 96669, Fax.: (02566) 96668. Business hours: Monday to Wednesday, 10 to 3.

Other agencies can be contacted anywhere in the country via the Ring Europäischer Mitwohnzentralen (REM) by dialling the local code followed by the telephone number 19430. The German law of agency forbids agencies and brokers from charging commission until a legally-binding tenancy agreement has been signed. So never ever pay any charges in advance. Have an "accommodation request" (Vermittlungsauftrag) sent to you which you can fill in and return. After this, you should inquire at regular intervals. You usually have to provide a copy of your identity card and, as a student, a parental guarantee with a copy of their EC- or credit card. Scholarship-holders should provide a copy of their award certificate if it cites the amount of the monthly stipend.

Looking for accommodation on the spot :

If you have not been successful finding somewhere to live via the channels mentioned above you will have to enter Germany before the semester begins otherwise the housing market will be totally saturated and most of the rooms long since allocated. A good time is at the end of the semester (ie. in February and July) when those who have completed their studies leave town. This has the disadvantage that you might have to pay rent a couple of months in advance, but if the room is nice and halfway reasonable and your scholarship has been awarded for a full year, it will be well worth the extra investment. Apart from the organizations already mentioned, which you can still approach at this stage, you can also try the following local channels.

Newspapers:

Once or twice a week local newspapers print advertisements, including accommodation. Competition is fierce and it is not enough to know which day the advertisements appear. You have to be super-speedy and get hold of the paper on the previous evening immediately it comes off the press. Inquire at the newspaper offices when accommodation ads are included and where the paper is printed. As soon as you have selected potential ads, ring immediately and try to arrange a viewing appointment the same evening, if possible. Without a car this can be awkward in the evenings. It is much easier with box number advertisements but you can end up waiting an eternity for a reply.

NB: Most landlords take careful note of their potential tenants' appearances. As a student and especially a foreign student or academic you must be very smart and make a good impression. Say precisely how long you intend staying in Germany, how seriously you take your research work and what guarantees you can offer for paying the rent. If you answer a box number advertisement and your German is still not perfect ask a German to look through the letter for you.
Electricity & Gas connection: 

This formality is not required if you stay in student apartments and sometimes owners of the private apartments also take care of this. But this is a must if you are renting a big apartment or house. All electrical power points in Germany are designed for 220 volts, 50 Hz. AC and two-point plugs. Any adapters you may need can be bought in electrical shops. Generally as soon as you move in to the new apartment/house you will get a letter from Electricity & Gas Company (STAWAG). They will ask you to submit your bank details to bill you every month. The amount billed in the beginning will be based on the energy (Electricity & Gas) consumption by the previous tenant. Once in six months a meter reading is performed and the exact consumption is calculated. If you have used less than the estimated amount you will be reimbursed. If more energy was consumed, you will be asked to pay the additional amount. In the beginning it might look odd to give your bank details every now and then but there is no need to worry. Banking in Germany is very systematic. 

Insurance:

Health Insurance (Krankenversicherung): Health Insurance is mandatory in Germany. Health care is expensive, it is required that you be insured medically. Your employer would suggest you which insurance is best for you. You have a choice among several private insurance companies and a national health insurance program. Your employers (if you are working) usually pay half of the premium. Once this is done, you get a health insurance card and whenever you visit a doctor you just have to present this card to them. With this card you can visit general practitioners and specialists without paying any fee. All students in Germany are obliged to have health insurance (statutory health insurance), which means that you will have to provide proof of your health insurance in Germany before you can register at your university or college. If you do not have this proof, you will not be able to study. In principle, students can use a special Student Health Insurance Scheme, which offers particularly favourable rates. In addition to this, everybody who has health insurance in Germany must also have nursing care insurance. This statutory nursing care insurance aims to provide social security against the risk of becoming dependent on nursing care and attention, which may arise as a consequence of serious accidents, illness, disease or in old age. The statutory nursing care insurance is taken out with the same company that provides the health insurance. The law stipulates that all students who are registered at a state-recognized higher education are obliged to have health insurance (statutory health insurance), unless, exceptionally, they have been exempted from the insurance obligation. Health insurance cover begins with the start of the semester, at the earliest, though, on the day of registration or re-registration at the university or college. This statutory health insurance requirement continues until completion of the 14th full study semester (Fachsemester) - or until the student turns 30, whichever may occur first. Once this obligation comes to an end, the student can opt to take out voluntary insurance. Your health insurance company will advise you on the conditions and on possible exceptions to this principle.

PLEASE NOTE German medical insurance companies viz. AOK, TK, DAK, KKH, Barmer etc. are not responsible to fix your appointment with the physician, optician or whatever the case is. You yourself (or your friends) are responsible to do so. For the list of doctors and their phone numbers, please go through the Yellow Pages. 

Personal Liability Insurance (Haftpflichtversicherung): Any damage to property caused by you (even accidentally!) might put you in great financial difficulty defending yourself. The Liability insurance covers this cost (sometimes up to 1 Million Marks!) and is not very expensive (approximately 60 DM per year).It also pays for damage your children can cause. We would advise you to take this insurance as well. 

Home insurance (Hausratversicherung): It is necessary for the house or apartment. It protects you against theft, fire and water damage from broken pipes. In the event of damage, contact your insurance agent immediately by phone and by registered letter. In the case of theft you must prove what was stolen. Receipts, guarantees, and photos are very helpful. This insurance is of no help if you have lost something. In this case even the police will not register any case.

Health Care:

Germany has one of the best medical and health care systems in the world. The public health system is built on a broad and sound social basis. Around 72 million people (almost 90 per cent of the population) have statutory or voluntary health insurance. The statutory health insurance companies pay for medical and dental treatment, for drugs and medicines, hospital treatment (inpatient and outpatient) as well as for many other cures, treatments and preventive measures. If not exempted from the additional (prescription) charges (see "Social Clause"), insured persons contribute a basic charge towards the cost of medication (prescription charge) and some other treatments. The only costs, which your health insurance will not cover in full, are those for dentures, orthodontic treatment, and glasses - in such cases, the health insurance will contribute a fixed payment, however. Besides general practitioners, you will also find specialists (eye specialists / ophthalmologists, skin specialists/dermatologists, etc.). In most cases, you must make an appointment. However, if you are in acute pain, you must be treated immediately or at least in the course of the same day. The names, addresses and phone numbers of doctors can be found in the classified directory / Yellow Pages, where they are arranged by specialisms. You are free to choose which doctor you wish to go to. However, before you go to just any doctor, it is better if you can find someone to recommend one. If you do not yet know many people in Germany, then we recommend that you either ask at the student union (AStA) or at the International Office (Akademisches Auslandsamt - AAA). Germany has state-maintained (public) hospitals, charitable/non-profit hospitals (mainly run by the churches) and private hospitals. A university clinic will be found in practically every university town to which you can go for outpatient treatment. If you are admitted to hospital, your health insurance will cover the costs of that stay. However, you will be expected to pay a small day rate for up to the first 14 days (fortnight) of your stay.

Emergency service and emergency call:

If you need urgent medical treatment at night or over the weekend, you can call the hospital outpatient unit (Ambulanz) or an emergency doctor (Notarzt). The addresses of the doctors are listed in daily newspapers under the heading of emergency medical service (Ärztlicher Notdienst). Or just call any doctor - the answering machine will automatically tell you the number of the emergency doctor.

Emergency call 112: 112 is the free-of-charge phone number with which you can call an ambulance (Krankenwagen). Should you experience the emergency while travelling on a major road (motorway, highway, secondary road), please check the white kilometre stones or posts. These have arrows pointing in the direction of the nearest emergency telephone.

The Social Security System:
If you live in Germany, you will be integrated into a social security system, which protects individual citizens against risks that can endanger the citizen's existence. Social security provides the insured person with a legally-founded right to certain payments and services. This right is acquired by paying social security contributions.

Social security covers 

Health insurance (Krankenversicherung) 

Nursing care insurance (Pflegeversicherung) 

Accident insurance (Unfallversicherung) 

Pension insurance (Rentenversicherung) 

Unemployment insurance (Arbeitslosenversicherung)

Opening Bank Accounts:

Unless you have a special reason, i.e. your stipend or salary is deposited in a particular bank, we suggest you open an account in Sparkasse. This bank has many more cash machines (Geldautomats) at almost every place in Germany than Deutsche Bank or Dresdener Bank, and is very convenient. Well there could be other criteria to choose your bank because every bank offers you a range of different services. You can have the following types of bank account- 

Girokonto (Current account): Basically this is the kind of account you get when you go first time to the Bank for opening an account. This account is used for all kinds of money transfers e.g. your monthly salary or school, money going for house rent or electricity/phone bill. You also get an ATM card for this account only. To open a current account you need to have the following documents - Your Passport, Letter of Employment/Scholarship or University identity card ,Proof of your residence. 

Savings banks and postal banks offer more or less the same service, but the charges you have to pay for keeping an account in Germany differ. As a student you are exempt from account management charges (Kontoführungsgebühren) but this is not automatic. You have to submit an application to your bank yourself. As an account-holder you can carry out monetary transactions at any branch and you can get money from your account from a cash-point at any time. In order to open the account you will need your passport or identity card.

Sparkonto (Saving account): Since a current account has very low interest rate, it is not wise to keep large amounts of money there. You can opt for a Savings account where interest rate varies from 2%-4% depending on the time. Again there could be different kinds of accounts. One in which you fix some amount of money for some duration and the second type is a kind of recurring deposit in India, where you save some amount every month. Interest rates are higher for fixed deposit kind of accounts. To a start recurring deposit is a good thing. For these kind of accounts you are given a Passbook and also a password in case of recurring deposit. These saving accounts are very flexible and can be terminated at any instant. Requirements-  Like Current account 

For other kinds of accounts: Please contact your bank. 

As a rule banks are open from 0900 to 1600 hrs and on Thursdays to 1730 or 1830. Smaller branches shut for lunch from 1300 to 1430 hrs.

Transferring Money:

In Germany, by contrast to many countries, it is not usual to send cheques to people by post (eg. the rent to your landlord)! There are various ways of conducting monetary transactions: 

Transfer (Überweisung) is used to transfer money from one account to the other. You have to fill in a transfer form and hand it in at your bank or savings bank. 

Standing order (Dauerauftrag): if you have regularly recurring payments of a set sum, such as the rent, it is recommendable to arrange for a standing order so that the set sum can be deducted automatically from your account on an agreed date and transferred to the account of the recipient. The bank will provide you with the necessary form. 

Direct debit (Lastschrift): this is a practical method of payment if you have recurring sums, which vary in size, such as the telephone bill or health insurance. You give the recipient a direct debit authorization (Einzugsermächtigung) which authorizes them to deduct the respective amounts from your account. Of course, you can always cancel the authorization and stop the direct debit. This method of payment may be new to you and you may be suspicious that it could be open to abuse. However, all direct debits are registered on your bank statement so that you can check them and revoke any incorrect debits.

Cheques and Credit Cards:

With Eurocheques you can pay anywhere in Europe in the currency of the country. Eurocheques must be accompanied by a Eurocheque Card. You have to apply for the card and it usually takes about a week before you get it. On the application form you will have to prove that money will be arriving on your account on a regular basis. You can draw a maximum of DM 400 on one Eurocheque or the equivalent in foreign currency. The Eurocheque Card should not be confused with the Eurocard. The Eurocard is a credit card, allied to the Master-Card system and valid all over the world. In shops and hotels you can often pay by credit card (Visa, Mastercard, Eurocard, Diners' Club) but it is not so common in smaller restaurants and guesthouses. Your bank or savings bank will also give you advice on credit cards and savings accounts. Apart from this, you can get credit cards from various other sources, eg. in combination with a rail card (BahnCard). When you open a current account you will usually be awarded overdraft facilities (Dispositionskredit) allowing you to overdraw your account to a certain agreed limit. Please note that interest is very high, about 11% depending on the bank. It gets even more expensive if you go beyond the agreed limit; you will then pay interest of more than 15% per month on your overdraft.

If you lose your cheque card: you will be given a secret pin-number together with your cheque card. However, this will not necessarily protect you from abuse of your card as the user is not required to quote the pin-number at the cash desk, merely to provide a signature. Should you lose your cheque card, or any other bankcards, ring your bank immediately so that your card can be frozen. Outside normal banking hours there is a telephone service for reporting losses and freezing accounts.

Social Life:

In general Germans look more serious than Indians, this should not be confused for unfriendliness. Friendships are valued here and if you are not a friend (freund) then you are a colleague. You will find Germans very formal in the work place. The form of address is usually Herr (Mr.) and Frau (Mrs./Ms.) followed by the last name. In olden times an unmarried woman's name was followed by Fraulein (Miss) but it is no more in use (considered impolite) and you should avoid it. Senior professors and bosses are very particular about greetings, for them greetings should always be followed by 'Herr/Frau' and the 'last name'. The newer generation prefers to be called by their first name (American influence). If the person has a title, such as Dr. (Ph.D.), it is used. Professors/Boss often keep their doors closed and you require an appointment to meet them. 

IMPORTANT: It is not usual to travel in a city bus with heavy luggage and you would be required to buy a ticket for your luggage as well (ticket costs approximately 6 DM for heavy luggage + one passenger) and stand in the middle of the bus where there is enough room for such things. There is one condition that you will have to get down as soon as an invalid person moves in to the bus in a wheel chair or a lady comes in with a baby-pram. However, your ticket will be valid for the next bus on the same route. Should you need to make telephone calls to be sure where you are and what you should be doing, come prepared with some coins (1DM). Ask your foreign exchange agent to give you coins for 20-25 DM or other appropriate currency, e.g. if you happen to land in Paris (French Francs), Brussels (Belgian Francs) or Amsterdam & Maastricht (Guilders). 

Contacting Home:

Internet Cafes: Unlike India, these are very rare to see in Germany. Lust for Life, a departmental store near Bushof has some kiosks where you can access the internet. In general people access internet from their work place or home. 

Telephone cards: 

Deutsche Telecom sells telephone cards for various denominations, these cards are available at various places through kiosks and vending machines. Unless it is extremely urgent, avoid using these telephone cards to call overseas (especially India) because they are expensive (3 DM per minute). Private telephone cards that operate by special PIN numbers are the cheapest to use (0.7 DM per minute). These cards are also available in various denominations from Indian shops.

Postage: 

Deutsche Post- A normal international airmail costs 3.00 DM (up to 50 gm). Stamps can either be purchased from post offices or from vending machines placed at specific locations. Post boxes are coloured yellow with a horn symbol on them. PTT Post 

Food:

Self cooking: In our opinion this is the best way to survive in Germany, because it is difficult to get used to the food that is prepared by either the University canteen (called Mensa) or most Indian restaurants. Eating out on a regular basis is expensive. It is best if you bring some basic utensils from India viz. pressure cooker, some spices for a start. Though Germany is a New Country for Indians, you will find every Indian spice known to you from Coconut milk to Panchphoran; from hot pickles to delicious Papad; Sarson da saag and Makke da Atta! All seasonal vegetables and fruits (drumsticks, lady finger, brinjal, karela, watermelons, litchis and mangoes, too are available!) can also be found in Indian shops, Hilal Markt and Vietnamese shops. 

Ready to Eat: 

There are plenty of bakeries that sell a variety of delicious cakes, breads, sandwiches and cookies. Invariably these are sweet. Some of the well-known bakeries are Leo and Oebel. If you are used to the McDonald culture, you won't be disappointed here. The choice of restaurants in Germany is broad and varied. In the new Länder in particular lots of new restaurants have opened in the last few years. What have become popular and very common are take-aways on the American pattern, delivering pizzas, Chinese and Mexican food to your home. In the cities you can find restaurants representing nearly all the countries in the world, but even in smaller towns you are sure to find Italian, Greek, Turkish and Chinese cuisine. When you are in the country you are more likely to come across a Gasthof, Gasthaus, Gaststube, or Gastwirtschaft serving German food. Restaurants usually hang up a menu with prices outside, allowing you to decide in advance whether you want to eat there or not. The prices cited include 15% value added tax and 10-15% service charge. Nevertheless, it is usual to leave a tip in restaurants, cafés and other places where your bill is brought to your table. The rule of thumb is as follows: if a bill is under DM 10 you round the sum up to the next full mark or next but one; if it is over DM 10 you allow 5% for a tip. If you were especially satisfied with the service you can give a little more and if you were dissatisfied, complain and do not give any tip. Incidentally, students tend to enjoy a special status: nobody expects large tips from them because they know they do not have much money anyway. In times past waiters were addressed as Herr Ober and waitresses as Fräulein. However, today, these forms of address are out of date. If you want to order or pay you make a sign with your hand (but do not click your fingers, this is considered rude) and say something along the lines of "May I order, please" (Kann ich bestellen, bitte) or "I'd like to pay, please" (Ich möchte bitte zahlen).

A classic German breakfast is hearty and comprises bread, butter, cheese, cold meats, jam etc. Traditionally, the main hot meal in Germany is lunch (Mittagessen), eaten between 1 and 2 o'clock. Before starting eating people wish each other Guten Appetit. As the name in German suggests the evening meal or Abendbrot is essentially composed of bread and butter with cold meats and cheese. Once again, traditionally it is served earlier than in many other countries, about 6 o'clock. However, these traditional habits are no longer observed by everyone. Lots of Germans eat different things for breakfast, or nothing at all, only have a snack at lunchtime, and eat a hot meal sometime in the evening.

Grocery stores:

There are several grocery stores that operate between 8:00 am to 8:00 pm on weekdays and from 8:00 am to 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays. It is impossible to plan your shopping for Sunday as throughout Germany, shops (except some medical stores and Petrol stations) are closed. Most popular grocery stores are Plus, Aldi, Hit, LIDL etc. 

A word on price display : In Germany, a comma is used in place of the decimal and vice versa, e.g., One thousand and five hundred marks is written as 1.500,00 (instead of 1,500.00) 

Sunday or German holiday shopping:  

Gas stations: Most petrol stations carry basic necessities like bread, cheese, biscuits, chocolates, ice-creams, soft and hard drinks. Because they are open round the clock, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, all items are sold at a premium. Avoid relying on them exclusively and plan your shopping in advance. 

FlohMarkt (Sundays only): Every Sunday one type of a family's outing is to go to the Floh markt (Flea Market). These markets are temporary and keep changing their locations. It is the best place to look for fresh and cheap vegetables, flowers, used electronics equipment etc. 

Public Transport:
Germany has a very good system of public transport. However, it is quite complicated and expensive and German towns cannot boast anything as clearly structured and user-friendly as the Paris Metro or the London Tube. On public transport you can travel by train ("Deutsche Bahn AG"), by city-rail ("S-Bahn"), by tram, by underground, by bus, or by taxi. The easiest thing is to get hold of a town plan as soon as you arrive. This will include a map showing the city-rail, tram and underground connections. An overview of bus routes and a bus and rail time-table can be obtained from the ticket kiosks located at major stops in the town centers.

German Rail:

You can get a German Rail time-table at the station or you can ring for information on departure times and rail connections. You will find the number in the telephone directory under Deutsche Bahn AG. Please note that not all trains travel on all days. You can find out which by consulting the appended abbreviations which are explained in the key. There are a large number of price reductions depending on when you travel, the number of people travelling, their age and various other factors, which you should enquire about. If you travel at night you should consider paying extra to reserve a couchette or berth in a sleeper. At peak travelling times it is certainly advisable to reserve a seat. There is an extra charge to use Intercity (IC) and Eurocity (EC) trains, which you pay when you purchase your ticket at the station. You can buy a first- or second-class ticket in a smoking or non-smoking compartment. Large items of luggage or bicycles can be handed-in before departure (usually a day or two in advance) and collected at your destination at the luggage delivery section on presentation of the luggage ticket.

BahnCard and Other Concessions:

If you travel a lot by train in the Federal Republic it is certainly worth investing in a BahnCard. At present "Juniors", up to the age of 27, pay DM 110; if you are over 27 it costs DM 220. The BahnCard is valid for one year from the day of purchase and enables you to travel all over Germany for half the normal price (in the case of local trains, however, only on those which function as long-distance trains, too). Students up to their 26th birthday can acquire an InterRail Ticket allowing them to spend 1 month travelling through 28 European countries plus Morocco for DM 630. Enquire at the station or a travel agency about other concessions like Twen-Tickets, EuroDomino etc.

Tickets on Local Transport:

If you are lucky enough to have a semester ticket or a Monatsticket (monthly pass) you can get on any bus or tram you like in the town where you are studying. If not, before each journey you will have to consult the tables attached to the ticket machines to work out in which zone your destination is situated. But you have not necessarily finished when you purchase a ticket in the correct price category; you usually have to stamp the ticket in another machine on the platform or in the bus or tram itself. If you want to take a bus you will not always find a ticket machine at the bus stop. In this case you can buy the ticket from the driver or from a machine inside the bus. If you are caught without a valid ticket by a ticket inspector it can be very unpleasant and the fine is very costly, too.

Semester Ticket:

Some institutions of higher education have come to special agreements with the municipal transport companies and introduced the so-called "semester ticket". Particularly in large cities the object is to reduce the number of cars and ease the parking situation which is often dramatic, especially around the institution. Students get their ticket at registration. The charge varies from one town to another, from DM 60 at the lower end to DM 212 in Hamburg! The semester ticket allows you to use any local public transport for the entire semester free of charge. It is not transferable and thus only valid in combination with an identity card including a photograph. The Studentenwerk organisations have developed a Service Package that also includes the semester ticket. If there are no semester tickets at the place where you are studying the transport companies or public utilities offer students special rates; you just have to ask. There are also special concessions for dependents even if they are not registered students. Children up to a certain age are free or only pay a reduced rate. You can obtain information from the transport companies' Traveller's Centre (Fahrgast-Center) in your town. A further useful source in many large towns are the local transport pages in the Yellow Pages.

Car-Sharing:

At some institutions of higher education there is a so-called car-sharing notice-board (Mitfahrerbrett) where you can look and see whether you can find what you need. This is the cheapest means of transport. In all the larger towns there are also car-sharing centres (Mitfahrzentralen) offering a wide range of car-sharing arrangements. The combined cost of the journey (according to destination) and the centre's service fee is usually well below what you would have to pay on public transport. If you yourself are intending to drive somewhere you can reduce your expenses by taking one or more people with you. The telephone number of the car-sharing centres can be found in town magazines or the Yellow Pages under Mitfahrvermittlung (car-sharing arrangements). Just ring and ask whether there is a car-sharing arrangement to the place you want to go on the day you want to travel or offer to take people with you in your car if you are driving yourself. The centre will write down the amount to be paid or received. As a passenger you are not required to contribute to any other costs. Furthermore, the centre will also tell you what sort of car is being used for the journey. Last of all, the driver and passenger are put in touch with each other and arrange how and where to meet on the day.

Air travel:

The airlines offer special rates and concessions to students, in some cases up to the age of 35 (eg. Lufthansa's "Up and Away"). Enquire at a travel agency. The travel agencies near the institution of higher education usually specialise in student travel and make advantageous agreements with the airlines. Airports tend to be out of town and can usually be reached by airport bus or rail transfer. You can get details from the travel agency, too, or consult the airport section of the Yellow Pages. Here you will also find the telephone numbers of the airlines and a lot of other useful information.

How to commute:

Cycle: Germans love cycling. The first time you visit your German institution of higher education you will probably be surprised by the number of bicycles. Germans, and students in particular, are very fond of using bicycles as a means of transport. In smaller towns you can get everywhere by bicycle. So do consider getting hold of a second-hand bicycle while you are here. You can always sell it again when you leave. There are second-hand bicycle shops in many towns or you can look at advertisements in the newspaper. Prices can range anywhere from 50 DM (second hand) to 5,000 DM (racing bikes). The traffic follows the right hand driving system (exactly opposite of India). We suggest you familiarize yourself with the traffic rules before you start cycling. As part of the traffic rules your bike must have certain accessories, be aware of them.  

Bus: It is convenient to commute to work by bus. Most buses have an electronic display showing the name of the next stop, this makes it easier to locate your destination. A normal monthly ticket costs 74.00 DM while the student price is 50.00 DM. These tickets are valid from the 1st of every month till the end. If you happen to arrive in the middle of the month, we suggest you take weekly tickets that are 21.00 DM for each week. All these tickets allow you unrestricted travel within your city on any route. On weekends these tickets also allow you to take four guests along with you. The tickets are not checked everyday (during the day) but be prepared for surprise checks. After 8:00 p.m. every day you will be required to show your ticket to the driver to gain entry into the bus. Students registered with University get semester tickets that allow them to travel up to the limits by bus or train. With these semester tickets it is mandatory to carry an identity card having your photograph (either International student ID or your passport). We suggest you apply for the International student card in India itself. You can get ISIC in Germany itself but it costs 18 DM and requires the student ID from your institution. 

Note: Buses and trains normally maintain exact timings to the minute. We suggest you get the timetable for your respective route of travel. 

Driving In Germany:

In order to drive a car in Germany you have to have a full driving licence. Apart from a German driving licence, "full" driving licences include EU-driving licences, national licences issued in your own country (in many cases a German translation is required) and international driving licences issued in your own country. The translation of national driving licences has to be done by a German diplomatic mission, a national automobile association or the German Automobile Association (ADAC). Rather than having your national licence translated you are recommended to get an international driving licence as this is generally known and recognised.

Important: foreign and international driving licences are only valid for six months. Even just one day longer and you have to have a German licence if you want to continue driving. You are liable to very high fines if you are caught driving without one. Thus you are strongly advised to apply to the driving licence issuing section of your local Road Traffic Licensing Department (Ordnungs- und Straßenverkehrsamt) 3 months before your own licence runs out as processing sometimes takes considerable time. Enquire in advance which documents you should take with you.

Germans are passionate and unfortunately somewhat aggressive drivers and often ignore the recommended top speed of 130 km/h on German motorways. When it comes to traffic regulations, however, they are taken very seriously and observed. Traffic offenses are punished with high fines, penalty points and even loss of licence. If there are no signs to the contrary, top speed in towns is 50 km/h, on main roads outside towns, 100 km/h. You should definitely respect any speed restrictions in force on certain stretches of the motorway as there are often radar traps. If you have only drunk very little alcohol you are still considered capable of driving. The blood alcohol limit in Germany is 0.08 percent and if you are over the limit your licence is in jeopardy. The limit for cyclists is 0.15 percent and if you are over this limit you might lose your licence, too. When driving a motor vehicle you are legally required to carry your driving licence and car papers with you. There is a dearth of places to park in Germans towns and incorrect parking can be very expensive. A parking ticket (Knolle or Knöllchen, derived from Protokoll) for incorrect parking currently costs anything up to DM 75 and if your car has been towed away you usually have to get to the other end of town to "release" it. This will cost a further DM 250 or even more. So it is better to use a multi-storey car-park. In most car-parks there are spaces specially reserved for women drivers close to the entrance.

Sports and Fitness:

If you are a sports freak, this is the place to be. Choose your game (except Cricket and Kabaddi of course) and enjoy. The university offers free Gym facilities to all students. You name the game (Football - after all its the national game of this country, Basketball, Volleyball, Lawn & Table tennis, etc.) and you can be sure to find something or the other to your liking here. There are stadiums big and small, swimming pools and many fitness centers spread all over the city. Germans are a very health conscious people, so it is not unusual to find a sport for every type of weather possible here. At any time of the year, you will find some type of sports activity taking place in and around the city with trips and excursions to places around the city. Many of the student hostels (Studentenwohnheims as they are known here) have their individual teams as well as sports clubs in addition to the university, which also provides enough opportunities for the sports minded. The best place to be informed of trips and excursions in the offing, and also for all sorts of entertainment information, are the bulletin boards present in the Turmstrasse office (Mensa I and II). You won’t be disappointed - there is something for everyone.

Climate and Geographic Conditions:

Germany has a temperate climate. In summer the temperature is about 18-20°C although in many places the thermometer can clamber over the 30°C mark, while in winter the mean temperature is about 1.5°C in the planes and -6°C in the mountains. Rain falls all the year round, especially in autumn. The German landscape is extremely varied. The North is characterised by lakes, heath and moorland; the coast by chains of islands, estuaries and dunes. In the South is the Swabian-Bavarian plateau with its hills and large lakes as well as the German part of the Alps. In the area in between there are deciduous and coniferous forests, slate hills and a green landscape of river valleys and plains.

Facts and Figures about Germany:

More than half the German people live in towns with a population of between 2 000 and 100 000. There are 86 larger towns and cities with more than 100 000 inhabitants spread throughout the country. Since re-unification the capital and future seat of government is once again Berlin, with a current population of 3.5 million. The towns can boast a lively, varied cultural scene sometimes comprising distinguished theatres, orchestras, art academies, art collections, and libraries. The right to artistic freedom is guaranteed as is the right to freedom of expression. The multifarious press organs and other mass media are not censored and guarantee a democratic control of the state and society.

Germany's liberal-democratic constitution, the Basic Law, dates back to 1949. Since the Unification Treaty of 3 October 1990 between the former German Democratic Republic and the Federal Republic the constitution governs the whole of Germany. The constitutional bodies comprise the Federal President, the Bundestag (Federal German Parliament), the Bundesrat (Council of Constituent States), the Federal Government, and the Federal Constitutional Court. The federal structure of Germany is reflected by the 16 Bundesländer (Federal States) which have state authority and pass their own state constitutions in accordance with the principles of a republican, democratic and social constitutional state. The entire educational system, for example, including higher education, falls within the political jurisdiction of the Länder.

Some Frequently Asked Questions

Do I have enough money to finance my stay in Germany? 

You are strongly advised to assess your financial resources realistically. Although the tuition fees are borne by the German government, you should have enough funds to cover your entire cost of living for the entire study duration. You should count on monthly expenses of no less than DM 1200.-- (As per the current rate of exchange, this amounts to about Rs. 30,000 per month). You should not plan on financing your studies by working in Germany, because your student visa and Residence Permit do not allow you to be gainfully employed for more than three months in a given year. Moreover, the fellowships/scholarships that are being offered from German sources are for advanced studies and/or research only, for which a Master's degree is the minimum qualification required. 

Do I want to study for a German degree, and are German degrees recognized in India? 

The German system of higher education is somewhat different from the Indian model. At a German university or "Fachhochschule", you can study for one of the  first  degrees - "Diplom" or "Magister" (M.A.) - the designation varies according to disciplines - or, at universities only, for a  doctoral  degree (equivalent of the Ph.D.), for which one of the first degrees is a prerequisite. Many German universities have started conferring Bachelor and Master degrees, which are internationally recognised. While the universities and "Fachhochschulen" (Universities of Applied Sciences) have equal academic and legal standing, the "Fachhochschulen" are more practice oriented and require internships in industry and/or commerce, prior to and during academic studies. You are advised to find out from the Association of Indian Universities (AIU House, 16, Kotla Marg, New Delhi - 110002) whether, and which, German degrees are recognized in India, prior to enrolment at a German institution of higher education. 

Is a German Degree going to enhance my professional prospects? 

Experience teaches that it does: Most of the more than 3,000 DAAD and Humboldt Foundation alumni who have studied at and/or graduated from a German university occupy high positions in Indian academia, science and technology, or the Government. Be advised, however, that a German degree does in no way open the doors to a job in Germany, since no jobs are offered to foreign nationals. In fact, the German government strictly endorses the policies of most developing countries of having their highly qualified manpower returned home after a period of study and/or training abroad. Therefore, it is advisable to inform oneself fully as to how a period of study in, and for a degree from, Germany is going to benefit you regarding your professional prospects in India. 

About visa, it is said we have to show DD of 15000DM to get visa for 3 months and after arriving at Germany we have to deposit the DD in German bank to get visa Extended from 3 months to 1 year,,, is it true ?? and after a year in order to get extend the 1 year visa to till the end of the study, again is it required to show that same amount DD ??

Yes, all the above statement is exactly correct, in order to get visa extended from 1st year to 2nd year, it is sufficient to show the salary statement of our On-Campus/Off-campus jobs.

 

By rule the students should work only for 3 months, is that all students in Germany sticking to this rule,  i.e. can we do part-time jobs everyday.
Like USA, students in German also are not sticking to these rules. They work as many hours as possible. We can do part-time jobs everyday as many hours as we can.

 

How many hours/day did current students work in Germany in part-time jobs, and how much they are earning/hour, & how much did the students are normally paid for students work inside the Univ. campus.
Current students in Germany work for about 10-15 hours/ week, and earning about 300 - 450 Euros / MONTH. Generally students working for On-Campus will be paid very less when compared to Off-Campus jobs. Normally the living expenses will be around 250-400 Euros/month for a shared life.

 

German Univ's commence in 1st week of Sep, then which is best period for us to arrive at Germany to find Part-time jobs/students jobs/accommodation etc.. (is it advantageous to arrive in Early Aug).,
Arriving in Aug' Last week is considered safe in Germany, coz., at that time people/senior students will be vacating their rooms/jobs etc., so u can have a easy search when you arrive at that time.

 

How the Indians over there manage with the food (coz Germany is not popular for Indian food).
Indians will normally self-cook themselves, coz., everything we need for our good Indian food (like rice, wheat, spices etc.) will be available in any nearby super-market at an optimum price.

 

Can we manage with little German knowledge for Jobs/Living etc.,
Yes, u can manage with little German, but learning German will be definitely very helpful, and so u will find big difference in ur life when compared to a person with little German knowledge.

 

Note : At present Germany is facing economic slowdown, at cost of this the unemployment rate in Germany shoots up to 12% from 8% & many MNC’s in Germany have shutdown their shutters, so one must not be very sure about job scenes, but the situation will definitely change in two years. 

This article is a consolidated one, taken from various German & English web-pages from scattered form. I took the pledge to consolidate it, please store this information for all future reference.

Information is updated till July,2002

Post Degree Details

Interested in Jobs!!! 

So you are interested in doing a job here in Germany!! Nice...!! 

Well, at the moment, the job scenario in Germany does not seem to be very nice. The US slowdown has impacted Germany as well. Recently, some of the software and consulting giants have shed their employees in the range of hundreds. Moreover, it is possible to come to Germany for working, only under software (IT) specialization!! It will be easier if you have some degree or atleast some knowledge in the software field. The students having overlapping software knowledge i.e. Mechanical Engineering students having experience with CAD-CAM tools, Simulation software's etc. may get an added advantage. 

The purpose of this article is not to discourage you from applying here in Germany, but to let you know some facts!! Your entry to the job scenario in Germany can be only through the "Green Card" scheme (Till recently!!) That's why you need some experience in the software field for a smooth intake. 

The pattern of Campus Interviews differ from Company to Company and University to University. Generally speaking, the University Students Council decide some dates for Campus Interviews. The Companies put up their stalls in the University Building. On the day of Campus Interview, you will have to approach the Company with your detailed Resume. The information regarding the Company is published a couple of days before in a small booklet form. You can get nearly all the important information about the Companies of your interest, like size of the Company, its turnover, further opportunities, expected intake etc. Decide and enlist the Companies that you would like to apply for. 

On the day of Campus Interview, approach the Company with your detailed Resume. Since you get earlier information about Company's requirement, you can better change the profile of your Resume as per the requirements of the Company. You can talk to the representatives of the Company available at their respective stalls. They can give you an exact idea of what they are looking for and how you fit into it. If they find you initially well suited, they may call you for a short interview the next day or on the same day. So, take care to be well-dressed!! 

Depending on the results of scrutiny of your Resume, the Company asks for a telephonic interview if it is located at a place other than your University, or otherwise requests you to come to their office in the same city. For telephonic interview, take the help of your colleagues, if anyone has a telephone. If you have already bought a mobile phone, you can very well use it. Otherwise request someone from your department to help you. 

The telephonic interview may run from 30 min to 1 hr. Take it quite cool and easy!! The company official tries to be friendly with you. Start with English first if you don't have enough command on German. Guys having some intermediate knowledge of German can have an advantage here. They can opt to appear for the interview in English or German or English-and-German!! The interview helps you to get an overall idea of what you will be doing after you join the firm and what the firm is exactly doing. Understand this correctly to avoid later frustration!! If you find that the job profile matches your interests, you can proceed for further procedures. 

In case of initial personal interview instead of telephonic interview, the pattern will be a bit different, but the outcome will be the same. Get an idea of what is expected out of you when you join the firm. In both cases, try to get to know whether the Company will arrange for your Green Card or you will have to arrange it yourself. Arranging it yourself can be a quite difficult task. So, try to let the Company do it for you. Applying in well-known firms can be helpful to get the Green Card easily. You are not at all ensured of the job if you don't get any promises about the Green Card. 

It is important to clear some ideas regarding work permit in Germany! In Germany, everyone outside of Germany needs permission to work from the Government. The Green Card allows you to work in Germany for atleast 5 years. The appointment letter from the Company does not ensure your job. You should also have the Work Permit (Arbeitserlaubnis). This work permit then helps you in getting an extended Visa i.e. Residence Permit (Aufenthaltserlaubnis). Remember, unless and until you have both of these, you cannot work in Germany. Initially, when you leave India for the job, you need to get a 3 month visa, which is then converted to Work Permit and Residence Permit, either by the Company or you yourself may have to do it. 

If after the telephonic interview, the Company finds you as a suitable candidate, it will ask you to send them your credentials. These copies need not be attested. Try to send only those certificates which are necessary and important. Avoid too many certificates. And of course, don't attach those certificates which state your skills some years ago, e.g. you played Chess at school level and never after that!! 

The next procedure depends on Company's recruiting strategies. Some of the Firms have still 2-3 stages of interviews. For all these stages, the Company prefers to call you to their Main/Head Office, perhaps in Frankfurt. Get well prepared in technical fields in which you feel yourself to be strong. Of course, take care to be formally dressed at the time of interviews, keeping in mind that your competitors for this stage may be international, differing in knowledge level, and even in communication skills e.g. command over English etc. 

Then, it depends on the Company to take the final decision. Some of them convey it immediately while others let you know later by an email or a letter. Remember again, an appointment letter by the Company does not assure you of the job. You must also confirm your position for the Green Card Procedure too. 

German Embassy address in INDIA

Consulate General 

1, Hastings Park Road, Alipore 

Calcutta 700027 

Tel.: 033–479 11 41, 479 11 42 

Fax: 033–479 30 28 

E-Mail: gerconsu@vsnl.com
Consulate General 

MICO Building, 22, Ethiraj Road 

Chennai - 600105 

Tel.: 044-827 17 47, 827 35 93 

Fax: 044-827 35 42 

E-Mail: gercons@md3.vsnl.net.in
Consulate General 

Hoechst House, 10th Floor 

Nariman Point 193 

Backbay Reclamation 

Mumbai 400021 

Tel.: 022-283 24 22, 283 25 17, 283 26 61 

Fax: 022-202 54 93 

E-mail: germanconsulmumbai@vsnl.com
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 

6/50 G, Shantipath, Chanakyapuri 

New Delhi 110021 

Tel.: 011–687 18 31 

Fax: 011–687 31 17 

E-mail: german@del3.vsnl.net.in 

Website: http://www.germanembassy-india.org
Addresses of Goethe Institutes in INDIA

Max Mueller Bhavan 

3, Lavelle Road 

P.O.B. 50 58,  

Bangalore 560001  

Tel.: 080–221 49 64, 227 54 35 

Fax: 080–221 52 55 

E-mail: mmb@bangalore.goethe.org
Max Mueller Bhavan 

8, Pramathesh Barua Sarani 

Calcutta 700019 

Tel.: 033–475 94 24, 475 93 98 

Fax: 033–474 71 88 

E-mail: mmb@calcutta.goethe.org
Max Mueller Bhavan 

13 Khader Nawaz Road 

Off Nungambakkam High Road 

Chennai 600006 

Tel.: 044–826 13 14, 8 26 23 43 

Fax: 044–828 25 65 

E-mail: gimadras@vsnl.com
Max Mueller Bhavan 

Prince of Wales Museum Annexe 

Off Mahatma Gandhi Marg 

Mumbai 400001 

Tel.: 022–202 77 10, 202 20 85, 202 75 42 

Fax: 022–287 38 26 

E-mail: mmb@bombay.goethe.org
Max Mueller Bhavan

3, Kasturba Gandhi Marg 

New Delhi 110001 

Tel.: 011–332 95 06, 332 98 90 

Fax: 011-372 25 73 

E-mail: mmb@delhi.goethe.org 

Website: http://www.goethe.de/newdelhi
Max Mueller Bhavan 

14/3 Boat Club Road  

Pune 411001 

Tel.: 020-612 49 45, 612 10 42 

Fax: 020-612 05 42 

E-mail: goethpnq@vsnl.com
